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members will not take the trouble of paying their subscriptions
regularly. I know that the complaint about non-payment and
non-attendance is as old as the Congress itself. Irregularity of
payment has not crept in since the new franchise. Imagine
what would happen to a firm or a government whose employees
did not attend to their work regularly or majority of whose sub-
scribers or rate-payers did not pay rates or subscriptions regularly
and without call? The firm or the government would cease to
function. The Congress is, or should be, more than a firm or a
government. Yet its members have to be coaxed to pay their
rates or subscription. How can the Congress produce the desired
effect? I do not suppose that the A.I.G.C. has got its quota of
yarn. I am convinced that the provincial headquarters as well
as the A.I.C.C. should be absolutely firm in securing the quota.
The Congress is no stronger than the strength of regularity with
which the members and groups are doing their self-imposed
tasks.

SENTIMENTAL NONSENSE

There is sentiment that is sensible and useful, such, for in-
stance, as love for one's country and consequent toil. There is
sentiment which is nonsensical and useless. Of this latter kind
is the following:1

I sympathize with the young graduate, but I cannot help
saying the suicide he suggests is a crime. All fasting is not meri-
torious. The candidate for self-immolation can not only not
advance swaraj by his suicide, but he would certainly retard it,
if he committed the crime of self-murder. It bespeaks want of
faith in oneself. I honour the determination not to seek em-
ployment under the Government. But surely, suicide is not the
only alternative. If the national school in question does not
support him, he has dozens of opportunities for earning an honest
livelihood and supporting his parents. Has he*the will to labour
with his hands? I do not know a single honest and willing
worker who is unable to get suitable work in a national or public
organization or in a private firm. I know that national work
awaits the willing through paid service of honest and industrious
young men and women for its full development. The young

l In the letter, not reproduced here, a frustrated correspondent referred to
his dilemma in choosing between non-co-operation and co-operation with Govern-
ment for his family's sake, and sought Gandhiji's opinion as to the propriety
of the correspondent's fasting unto death "for the salvation of the mother-
land and for the well-being*' of his family.